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JEFFREY J. DIGIOVANNI, Ph.D., CCC-A
DEAN

Dear Graduates,

Today is a day you will remember. Convocation marks the completion of your program of study, and 
you should be proud of all you have accomplished.

You have completed one of the most sought-after and rigorous programs, one designed to prepare you 
to contribute your talents to your profession and to the communities you will serve. Your education is 
hard-earned, and your achievement is well-deserved. At Rutgers, you have built a strong foundation, 
one you will continue to grow, reflect upon, and adapt as you move forward in your careers.

As we celebrate this milestone alongside you, we do so during a historic year for the School of Health 
Professions, our 50th anniversary. Since 1976, more than 14,000 alumni have helped shape the future 
of health care through innovation, compassion, and leadership. Today, you join them, not only as 
graduates, but as a living legacy of this institution and all it stands for.

You leave us as professional colleagues and as members of our Rutgers beloved community. We look 
forward to following your journey and celebrating the impact you will make as the next generation 
of SHP graduates.

Stay connected. Stay inspired. And most importantly, keep advancing health and care.

Congratulations to the Class of 2026!

Jeffrey J. DiGiovanni, PhD, CCC-A 
Dean



ROBERT L. JOHNSON, M.D., FAAP   
INTERIM CHANCELLOR, RUTGERS HEALTH

Robert L. Johnson, MD, FAAP is the Sharon and Joseph L. Muscarelle Endowed Dean, Professor of 
Pediatrics and Director of the Division of Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine at Rutgers New Jersey 
Medical School (NJMS) and serves as Interim Chancellor of Rutgers Health. His clinical expertise 
and research focus on adolescent physical and mental health, adolescent HIV, adolescent violence, 
adolescent sexuality, health equity and family strengthening. He chaired the New Jersey Governor’s 
Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS, the Newark Ryan White Planning Council, and the Board of Deacons 
at Union Baptist Church in Orange, N.J.  He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics, Vice 
Chair of the Community Prevention Task Force of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and a former member of the Board of the Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education 
at the National Academies of Science. He has previously been the President of the New Jersey Board 
of Medical Examiners, the Chair of the US Department of Health and Human Services’ Council on 
Graduate Medical Education, a member of the National Council of the National Institute of Mental 
Health, member of the NIH AIDS Research Council and member, Institute of Medicine, Health Care 
Services Board.  Dr. Johnson received his BA from Alfred University in 1968 and his MD from the 
College of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, Newark, NJ in 1972.

Dr. Johnson is a well-recognized spokesperson for the adolescent and adolescent issues.  He yearly 
addresses many local, state, national and international audiences and frequently appears on television 
and radio. He has published widely, and he conducts an active schedule of teaching, research and 
clinical practice at NJMS.

Dr. Johnson was inducted into the Rutgers African-American Alumni Alliance, Inc. Hall of Fame as a 
member of the 2025 class, recognizing his outstanding leadership, service, and contributions to the 
Rutgers community and beyond.



JEFFREY J. DIGIOVANNI, Ph.D., CCC-A
DEAN

Jeffrey DiGiovanni is the Dean of the School of Health Professions (SHP) in Rutgers Health Chancellor-
led Unit. He came to Rutgers having served as the acting associate dean of research for the College of 
Allied Health Sciences at the University of Cincinnati. He was also a professor and chair of the college’s 
Department of Communications Sciences and Disorders. Before his tenure at Cincinnati, DiGiovanni 
held positions as an associate professor, department chair, and chief clinical officer at Ohio University’s 
College of Health Sciences and Professions. 

An author of more than 40 peer-reviewed articles and books, DiGiovanni’s research focuses on working 
memory, attention performance and models for persons with normal and impaired hearing. He has 
held several federal grants for research as well as workforce development. DiGiovanni holds two patents 
and founded a life sciences company and marketed a novel medical device to treat tinnitus. His past 
professional service includes participation in the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association’s 
Audiology Advisory Council.

DiGiovanni received his undergraduate degree in electrical engineering from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, his master’s and doctoral degree from the University of Minnesota. He holds a 
professional certificate in audiology from the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.



ORDER OF EXERCISES

PROCESSIONAL

GONFALON BEARER

Alma Merians, P.T., Ph.D.

Associate Dean for Strategic Initiatives 

Associate Dean for Interprofessional Education and Practice  
 

ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY, AND GRADUATING CLASS

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Sabrina Lugo

Graduating Student, MS in 

Rehabilitation Counseling 

GREETINGS FROM THE DEAN
Jeffrey J. DiGiovanni, Ph.D., CCC-A

Dean

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

THE STANLEY S. BERGEN, JR., M.D.  
MEDAL OF EXCELLENCE

Awardee: Brianna Lally 

Graduating Student, Doctor of Physical Therapy  

Presenter: Nancy Kirsch, P.T., D.P.T., Ph. D.

Chair, Rehabilitation and Movement Sciences

PROCESSIONAL

GONFALON BEARER

Sandra Kaplan, DPT, Ph.D., FAPTA

Professor and Vice-Chair, 

Department of Rehabilitation & Movement Sciences

ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY, AND GRADUATING CLASS

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Aamillya Joseph 

Graduating Student – Bachelor of Science in Psychiatric 

Rehabilitation / Psychology

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Bianca M. Thompson-Owen

Associate Dean of Enrollment Management

and Student Affairs

GREETINGS FROM THE DEAN
Jeffrey J. DiGiovanni, Ph.D., CCC-A

Dean

CONVOCATION ADDRESS
Jeffrey Cuartero 

Graduating Student – Doctor of Health Informatics

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

THE STANLEY S. BERGEN, JR., M.D.  
MEDAL OF EXCELLENCE

Awardee: Saren Nonoyama

Graduating Student – Doctor of Physical Therapy  

Presenter: Jeffrey J. DiGiovanni, Ph.D.,

Dean

GEORGE F. HEINRICH, MD
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD

Awardee: Dr. Lisa Palladino-Kim

Department of Health Informatics

Presenter: Barbara DeMarco, Ph.D.

Senior Associate Dean for Education



ORDER OF EXERCISES

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD
Awardee: Jojy Cheriyan, Ph.D. 

Biomedical Informatics 20’ 
Presenter: Barbara DeMarco, Ph.D. 
Senior Associate Dean for Education

2026 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS ADDRESS
Awardee: Jojy Cheriyan, Ph.D.

Biomedical Informatics 20’

CONVOCATION ADDRESS
Nichole Geist – Graduating Student

Master of Science in Physician Assistant
 

PRESENTATION OF STUDENT DEGREES AND AWARDS
 

ALUMNI GREETINGS
Ryan D. White,, Ph.D., PA-C

SHP 08’, SPH 08’, 23’

CLOSING REMARKS
Jeffrey J. DiGiovanni, Ph.D., CCC-A

Dean

RECESSIONAL



RUTGERS SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
CONVOCATION 2026 AWARDS

THE STANLEY S. BERGEN, JR., M.D. MEDAL
OF EXCELLENCE
Presented to a previous year’s outstanding graduate 
who performed at a high level in academic or clinical 
studies and has demonstrated high ideals while 
serving in the profession, the community, or at the 
university level.
Award Recipient: Saren Nonoyama
Department of Department of Rehabilitation and 
Movement Sciences

THE NEW JERSEY HEALTH FOUNDATION 
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD
Presented to a faculty member for outstanding 
teaching and for dedication to the education of our 
students in this academic year. Recommendations are 
primarily from students. 
Award Recipient:  Dr. Lisa Palladino-Kim
Department of Health Informatics

THE SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD
Presented on behalf of the faculty and students of 
the School of Health Professions to an alumnus or 
alumna in recognition of outstanding achievement 
in his or her specialty. 
Award Recipient:  Jojy Cheriyan, Ph.D.
Biomedical Informatics 20’ 



RUTGERS SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
CLASS OF 2026

Graduate Certificate

Professional Counseling 
with GSAPP

Michaela Gisinger2

Marlena Mandic2

Brianna Scaturro2

Bachelor of Science

Cardiac Sonography

Erin BlitzM

Gianna FischerS

Jonathan Galarza
Islamiyat ShehuM

Bachelor of Science

Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences

Mariam AbdelrahmanS2

Merani AlmiranezM

Eldad Cano2

Jennifer Cruz2

Ronaldo De RealM

Shimaa ElzokmS2

Luz FloresS2

Juliana Ghaly
Melvin Hernandez Flores2

Kim Limos2

Diana Martinez FajardoC2

Andres Molina2

Jalyssa Nieves2

Kimberly PerezS2

Dong-Ho SonS2*

Laysha SueroS2

Liana Tascau2

Bachelor of Science

Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences
Joint Degree with Bloomfield College, Caldwell 
University, Fairleigh Dickinson University, Felician 
University, Georgian Court University, Kean 
University, Monmouth University, New Jersey City 
University, New Jersey Institute of Technology, 
Ramapo College of New Jersey, Rutgers – Newark 
College of Arts & Sciences, St. Elizabeth University, 
or St. Peter's University

Rneen Abdallah2

Myriam Abdelwahabe2

Gabriela Bao Blanco2

Isabella Bialas
Breidy Castellanos Almendares2

Rinaude Celestin1

Isaac Del Villar1

Ahmed ElsayedS2†

Chukwuma Emenaka
Jay Roger Francisco2

Christopher GarciaS2†

Isabella Gordillo2

Jayden Heron2

Zuzana Kascak1

Olga Lopez2

John Quiroga2

Mayra Rodriguez Alava2

Francis SarilesC2

Emily SeelogyS2

Bachelor of Science

Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography
 
Jasleen BoyalM

Georgia LibbyS2

Bachelor of Science

Health Information 
Management

Cynthia Agu
Rahma AhmedS

Victoria Alessi◆

Jessica El HageS‡

Tiana ElderS◆†

Evan Figueiredo
Shavon JacksonC

Jennifer Mendez RoldanS†

Keya PatelS

Caridad Paul
Danielle Perez Zabala◆

Xiomara PrezaM

Yamilex Sandobal
Gabrielle SchillingM

Jennifer Villacis MartinezC◆

Loytoya WillsS

Bachelor of Science

Health Information 
Management
Joint Degree with Fairleigh Dickinson University, 
Felician University, Georgian Court University, Kean 
University, New Jersey City University, St. Peter’s 
University or Thomas Edison State University

Raliat Aminu◆

Gavenjit DhesiS◆

Darlen Fuentes-TepozC

Salima Huland ElM2

Chinwe Obietiala◆

Jacquyanah VincentC

 



RUTGERS SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
CLASS OF 2026

Bachelor of Science

Health Sciences

Ruben NanezS

Evodie SevereS 

 
Bachelor of Science

Medical Imaging Sciences
 
Ana Caicedo PantojaC1

Caitlin DolanM1

Justin Gallo1‡

Erica Guallpa1

Julia KopecS1

Gianna LavalleS1

Madison LyonsM1

Malka MayerS1

Adrienne Padilla1

Nicole TingleyS†1 

Bachelor of Science

Medical Imaging Sciences
Joint Degree with Bloomfield College, Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, Felician University, Georgian 
Court University, New Jersey City University, 
Ramapo College of New Jersey, Rutgers – Newark 
College of Arts & Sciences or Thomas Edison State 
University

Mariela Bravo-MartinezS1

Halle BurnsM1

Samiya CharlesM1

Myar ElnegomiC1

Antonelli EstanusS†1

Yasmin Liriano1‡

Melissa Masihdas1

Christina PetersonC1

Carmenalexia PetitoM1

Charlotte PiperS1

Esha Puran1

Andrea SotoM1

Francesca VeraceS1

Lawrence Zingi1 

Bachelor of Science

Occupational Therapy 
Assistant

Alexis CalistiM‡

Libia LopezM*

Joanna VicenteS† 

Bachelor of Science

Psychiatric Rehabilitation

Britany Sanchez Campos

Bachelor of Science

Psychiatric Rehabilitation & 
Psychology 
Joint Degree with Felician University, Georgian 
Court University, Kean University or Rutgers - 
Newark College of Arts & Sciences

Giuliana AndersS1

Karen AwadS‡

Caron Bowman2

Jhanya Cogdell
Raygan GodfreyM1

Chantelle GrahamM1

Jenifer GrajalesC

Kimora Grant2

Alyandra Hamilton
Christian Henriquez

Aamillya Joseph†

Nikita Kunte
Diego MillanoC1◆

Nicole Dayanne Montes Gallego2

Kareim Moustafa1

Aalia Bint Munir
Riley O'Donnell
Renee Rotilu
Mohammed Saad
Irma Shaikh
Jiaheng Tan
Esther Utah
 
Master of Science

Clinical Laboratory Science

Mohammed Ahmed
Jennifer Angelo
Maria Elsaker†1

Yamelaine Garcia Nunez1

Sendhur Gautham1

Wenxiong He1

Nwando Onyechi†*

Jaleh Samani
 
Master of Science

Clinical Nutrition

Laura Acosta1

Christian Apice1

Delaney Baliko1

Samantha Brancato1‡

Kayla Clarke†1

Veronica Egan1

Elijah Emond1

Xinhui Fan1

Sarah Fernandez1



RUTGERS SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
CLASS OF 2026

Charles France1

Kiley Hamby1

Lauren Harper1

Gabrielle LaSala1

Meghan McCabe1*

Lori Megjugorac1

Shelby Mendes1

Jessica Nicolich1

Yoshiko Roth-Hidalgo†1

Abigail Waite1

Master of Science

Clinical Research 
Management
 
Nathira Ahmad1

Nusayba Ahmed
Funmi Aladeniyi
Syed Ali
Divieke Angelo
Anita Punia Chaudhary
Madhurima Choudhury1‡

Claudia DePlato
Anamika Desai
Emily Fidlow1

Olufemi Folarin1

Lois Fosu
Roshan George
Taylor Grant
Paul Hartin
Amandeep Kaur
Zainab Kutiyanawala
Julianne Marchese
Komal Mehta
Eyitemi Odugba1

Adeyanju Oke1

Ashton Orlando1

Meerat Oza
Meet Patel
Vinita Patel1

Jennifer Paulikens*

Venkata Madhavi Peruri1

Xijun Qian
Gilda Romeo
Charissa Mia Salud
Saadia Shams1

Michel Shehata1

Anisha Sunil
Victoria Tabor1

Taruni Talla1

Oanh Thai
Aishwarya Thakre
Madeleine Tuon†

Amulya Velumani
Sara Wise1

Mira Yin
 
Master of Science

Diagnostic Cytopathology 
Entry Level

Gabriella LoPresti1

Kimberly Rogalski1*†

Yeisy Rojas Lopez1

Joseph Stile1

Rebeka Sultana1

Steven Young1‡ 

Master of Science

Diagnostic Cytopathology 
Post Professional

Tiffany Greenlee
Noa McGuire-Berk
Lauren Simmons

Master of Science

Health Care Management

Jamie D'Angelo†1

David Kanon
Thomas Kole†1

Lisa Landry1‡

Chandani Patel1

 
Master of Science

Health Informatics

Thaier Abdelhady
Tanya Agarwal†

Helene Aronson
Himaja Sree Balaji
John Couzzi
Ala'a Damrah
Paolo De Leon1

Daniel Floda1

Emeka Gbemudu
Eseosa Gbemudu
Nia Kirkwood
Emma Larson
Andria Linfante
Benjamin Munnicha
Ayushi Naik*

Arshiya Noreen



RUTGERS SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
CLASS OF 2026

Karishma Daxesh Parekh
Krishna Daxesh Parekh
Paulo Pinho1

Mouktika Potluri†

Reshma Raju
Justin Samuel1

Bhumika Saxena
Chanjuan Shen1

Shwata Suresh Kumar1

Stephanie Vasquez
Divya Verma
Lasha-lee Wilson2

Master of Science

Health Information 
Management
 
Adriana Arca1

Desmond Asiedu
Gina Fuentes-Guifarro
Dhirja Gangopadhyay
Vyshnavi Kadrikar1

Sadaf Munir
Susan Ombwayo
Jalpita Patnaik
Chani Rice
Iman Shahid1

Sanayah Williams1

Master of Science

Physician Assistant

Myrtchena Antoine
Nenette Bah
Kyle Bazonski
Lisa Benjamin
Emily Blum

Brooke Boes
Lucas Botello
Elijah Jowell Caparoso
Vanessa Cardenas
Kendall Carneiro†

Benjamin Chasse
Autumn Childress
Sarah Christian
Kristin Cinko
Tenaya Clark
Le'Asha DeBerry
Michenelle Delille
Claude Desauguste
Gina DiFederico
Alyssa Dimedici
Sarah Elsakary
Yalmin Encarnacion
Danielle Faxon
Nichole Geist
Brian Grimm
Sophia Gutierrez
Loretta Gyau
Camryn Hurley
Euikyeom Jeong
Samia Khondaker
Katharine Kicak
Caitlyn Krempa
Destinee Lanns
Angel Larroca
Breona Mack
Francesca Madera*

Marianny Nazaire
Kiera Nealon†

Kristina Orgueira
Brienne Pfeifer‡

Amanda Pizzo
Zaha Rao
Rosalia Russo

Patrick Sarcone
Lara Sian
Emily Strober
Marta Tymchenko
Krystle Ung
Uchenna Uwaoma
Remy Williams
Devan Wilson 
 
Master of Science

Radiologist Assistant

Doronella Crawford2*

Adam Doorlag‡2

Fahameda Hassan2

Ivan Kikuyama2

Ernest Lee2

Raleigh Mazzarese2†

Crystal Meyerson-Chehade2

Fatima Parvez2

Theivanai Ramanathan2

Rabia Reya Islam2

Carlos Sandoval2

Master of Science

Rehabilitation Counseling

Mackenzie Aresta
Connor Arthurs
Christine Aspen
April Calish
Ariel Chananashvili2

Jasmine Chavez
Seairah Chiles
Julie Corson
Amanda Coyne
Danielle Decker



RUTGERS SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
CLASS OF 2025

Barbara Dunn
Sara Fernandes
Jonathan Foster
Mattison Giegerich
Nadia Golaub
Jordyn Hasson
Alexander Hauser
Alejandra Henao
Andrea Herrera‡

Scott Kelsey
Chandler Manus
Anya Markscheid
Troi-Elizabeth Marshall
Sarah Mejias
Yami Patel
Jared Pavlock†

David Samaan
Erin Scholl
Rosalba Soto De Frias
Ioanna Stanegloudi
Veronica White
Lucila Wood2

Master of Science

Speech Language Pathology

Rehab Abdelhamid
Rachel Abline
Janette Alex Mathew
Tiffany Apatov
Maya Burris
Victoria Maeve Estoque
Julia Eville
Arly Gutierrez
Jineen Ibrahim
Catherine Ivasyuk*

Erin LaSala

Alexis Lashley
Gabrielle Mannarino†

Serah Njoroge
Samuel Pridmore
Elijah Robinson
Jennifer Weinstock‡

Angie Zelaya Menjivar
 
Doctor of Occupational 
Therapy

Opetunde Akinfeleye
Sydney Bell
Laura Brady†

Amy Carrera
Stephanie Fiorey‡

Colby Gavornik
Gabriella Iacono
Camila Kuczynski
Samantha Lobo
Sharon Marcus
Kimberly Martinez
Gianna Maurin
Mellisa McCarthy
Andrea Oliva Dole
Shreya Patel
Samantha Peterson
Alissa Powell
Kayla Richardson
Sage Rivera*
Mia Romanazzi
Gemma Schauer
Lindsey Soper
Hodda Zeidan

Doctor of Physical Therapy

Vanessa Baggio1

Eidit Barkai2

Catherine Baryshnikov2

Artinsial Berry
Michelle Bertram1

Alyssa Beslanovitz1

Ryan Bochinski1

Alicia Brimmer1

Erika Brown1

Madelina Bucci1

Brigitte Cacchione1

Mayck Calle-Moran1

Daryan Calles1

Franco Catania
Danielle Christ1

Ryan Conlon1

Danielle Corless1

Yoel Cuba Crespo1

Brandon Dalambert1

Gage Demelo1

Jena DeSalvo1

Delia Duran1

Douaa Elkashif1

Asmaa Embaby1

Samuel Famosa1

Sandra Feijoo1

Sara Fenton1

Anthony Flores Aguila1

Kazushi Fukumoto1

Edmond Gashi1

Angelica Haddad1

Morgan Hurst1

Nicholas Jalandoni1

Shreya Lad1

Benjamin Laursen1



RUTGERS SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
CLASS OF 2026

Julianna Lempfert1

Michael Lovero
Katherine McGowan1

Briana Mcguire1

Caili McShane1

Jaclyn Monaco1

Lauren Muller1

David-Kerolos Nashed1

Mallika Negi1

Saren Nonoyama1

Chance O' Neill1

John Ordonez1

Larry Ortega Moreno1

Eashani Patel1

Sophia Penn1

Michael Peralta1

Julian Perelman1

Dylan Perez1

Robert Plumb1

Mary Rallo1*

Joseph Meshach Ramirez1‡

John Renz1

John Rezk1

Natasha Rojas1

Oscar Salamanca Mendez1

Timothy Sayanlar1

Michael Schnettler1

Kajal Shah1

Priyanka Shah1

Sydney Shannon1

David Sohn
Beatrice Stadler1

Amanda Sussman1

Cassidy Syrdale1

Kristy Tam†1

Josiah Todingkulla1

Gabriella Toral1

Gianluca Travia1

Lucas Vinci1

Zachary Walch1

Shaye Whaley1

Nicole Wich1

Sara Youssef1

 
Doctor of Clinical 
Laboratory Science

Hannah Baker
Rebecca Carroll
Mark Matthew De Luna
Justin Hanenberg
Jennifer Harris
Tsu Haymar
Ismail Imam‡

Marietta Murillo-Tomlin
AmandaRae Schenk†

Rachel Siddall†

Ryan Tom
 
Doctor of Clinical 
Nutrition

Glenn Brietzke‡

Ryan Burslem1

Kelly Cardamone1

Anca Cunningham1

Jennifer Gordon1

Lyssa Lamport
Katina Langley
Natallia Lastovka1

Wendy Medunick†1

Rucha Modak1*

Heather Petty1

Tara Rebele
Claudia Scott1

Erin Skinner
Jane Sylvestre1

Malki Waldman1

Doctor of Health 
Informatics

Annette Akosah
Nimota Alapa
Abdullah Altammami2

Wassim Alzayed1

Claude Bernard
Allysa Crews
Jeffrey Cuartero
Indrani Datta†1

Shawn Desince
Karen Dhami
Sarah Douglas1

Surabhi Dutta2

Ann Ellis1

Mohamed Eltawil
Ingrid Kpeglo
Mahalakshmi Nathan1*

Victoria Nguyen2

Felix Offei
Harmony Patel2

Niharika Pathak2†

Srilakshmi Ponukumati
 
Doctor of Philosophy

Biomedical Informatics

Sandhya Bohini1



RUTGERS SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
CLASS OF 2026

Key:
1 Graduates who have earned their degree prior to May 17, 2026
2 Prospective graduates who will earn their degree after May 17, 2026
† Certificate of Excellence for Outstanding Academic Performance
‡ Certificate of Excellence for Outstanding Clinical Performance
* Certificate of Excellence for Outstanding Service
◆ Educational Opportunity Fund - Outstanding Academic 
   Achievement Award

Achievement Award:
C Cum Laude Honors
M Magna Cum Laude Honors
S Summa Cum Laude Honors
*Latin honors based off cumulative GPA at the end of Fall 2025 term

Sash Distinctions:
Yellow – Outstanding Academic Performance
White – Outstanding Clinical Performance
Blue – Outstanding Service
Red – EOF Graduate
Purple – Student Leader

The listing of graduates in this program is unofficial. 
The official conferral of degrees occurs upon satisfactory completion 
of all academic and financial requirements. 
This listing is based on information available at the time of print.

Doctor of Philosophy

Health Sciences

Marielle Blackburn1

Dawn Reinhardt-Wood1

Erinne Wasalski1

Jettie Young1

Doctor of Philosophy

Psychiatric Rehabilitation

Meredith Cimmino1

Brittany Stone



ALUMNI MESSAGE

Dear Graduate,

Congratulations Class of 2026 and welcome to the School of Health Professions Alumni Association 
(SHPAA) and the Rutgers University Alumni Association (RUAA). 

As a graduate, you join over 14,000 SHP alumni worldwide, along with nearly 570,000 living Rutgers 
Alumni. Both alumni associations share a vision of advancing the University by engaging alumni. A 
great way to stay involved and give back to the Rutgers community is through alumni volunteering 
opportunities. We encourage you to seek out pathways to stay connected to your Alma Mater as you 
embark on the next chapter of your life. 

The SHP Alumni Association webpage at shp.rutgers.edu/alumni and the Rutgers University Alumni 
Association webpage at alumni.rutgers.edu are valuable resources for information regarding the 
benefits, services, and opportunities available to you. 

We are proud of the work you have accomplished here at Rutgers School of Health Professions and 
look forward to your future achievements. Congratulations and best wishes!
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