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Instructions:

Please fill each box to the right of the required fields, obtain the required signature and return via
email to Michele Sisco (mcoral@shp.rutgers.edu) by March 24, 2026.

If you are sending attachments, please ensure your contact information is added to all your forms.

Please note if you are a Non-Resident Alien to see the tax withholdings:
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Faculty Contact Information:

Date submitted: 3/24/2026
Faculty Name: Nancy Kirsch

Department/Program: RMS
Telephone number: 973 972-2371

E-mail: kirschna@shp.rutgers.edu

Project Detail:

Project Title: (56 characters max)
Examining the Incongruity of Professional vs. Clinical Issues in Regulatory Disciplinary Actions in t

Hypothesis:

There is a disproportionately higher number of licensed chiropractors and physical therapists whose regulatory discipline originates
from professional (e.g., ethical, administrative, or boundary-related) issues rather than clinical competence, because these fields
involve frequent unsupervised patient interaction, variable practice standards, and decentralized oversight structures, which together
increase exposure to professional conduct risks more than to clinically measurable errors. There are gaps in professional education in
both disciplines. Recommendations for curricular changes to address these findings will increase public safety and professional risk.

Description: A pilot study was done examining the Disciplinary action data from 2014-2024 from
(Include design, methodology, the NJ Board of Chiropractic Examiners and the NJ Board of Physical Therapy

data collection, techniques, data Examiners and the College of Chiropractors and College of Physiotherapists in
analysis to be employed, Ontario, Canada. The disciplinary actions were divided by professional issues, such
evaluation and interpretation as boundaries, fraudulent billing, misrepresentation, sexual misconduct, harrassment
vs. clinical errors. This was a mixed methods study. We have expanded this to the
rest of the U.S. by region and Canada by Province to see if the findings in the pilot
are replicated and the trends noted.

methodology for research

component)

Specific Student Responsibilities:
1.Assist with data collection from the licensing Board and Colleges websites

2.De-identify data collected and categorize discipline by infraction codes
3.Update literature review

Start / end date of project: June 1 - July 24 8 weeks

2/12/2026
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WHAT OTHER Students will have the opportunity to attend virtual interdisciplinary research team
EDUCATIONAL meetings. This study involves chiropractors and physiotherapists from Canada and the
OPPORTUNITIES ARE United States. They can attend a NJ Chiropractic Board Meeting and a NJ Physical
AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS? Therapy Board Meeting. They can also attend a sexual boundaries task force meeting of
(e.g., journal club, seminars, the FSBPT remotely. Meetings with the Study team Dr. Stuart Kinsinger, DC and Dr.

e Klrsch, PT
clinic, rounds)
WHERE DO YOU PLAN TO
PRESENT OR PUBLISH THE Data will be presented at the FSBPT annual meeting and will also be used to fund a more
FINDINGS WITH THE extensive HRRI initiative on interventions for educational programs to bridge the gap. The final
STUDENT? study is planned for dissemination in the Chiropractic Association Educational Journal and the

) . Journal of Physical Therapy Education. Preliminary data has been presented at the international
(e.g., national or state meetings, CLEAR meeting in Chicago in 2025. The pilot data was presented at SHP research day a follow
newsletter or journal, SHP poster ~ up may be presented when the educational component is complete. A poster can be submitted
day) for the APTA CSM meeting in 2027 as a final product for the summer intern.

CHECK ALL APPROPRIATE BOXES BELOW AND PROVIDE REQUESTED INFORMATION.
This projectis: [ ] clinical [ ]laboratory [ ]behavioral [ ]survey [ ]educational

|§| Other: please specify Retrospective data base review

[ ] This project involves the use of human subjects (including chart review, retrospective studies and
questionnaires).

Pending [] Approved ]  IRB Protocol Number

IRB approval must be obtained by June 2025

Are you an Employee at RU? ]| Yes No

Are you a Non-resident Alien? Yes 0| No
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